
August 2, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also present.  

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson stated she had 

additions of David Stene, CFO, at 10:45 a.m. with regard to setting budget meetings, along with a request to 

change to Sun Life from MN Life as provider for Employee Life Insurance benefit, and also a request relating to 

non-discrimination testing.  A/T Hanson also noted the addition of Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, at 11:00 a.m. with 

regard to the Halstad and Hendrum City contracts and also information following the Flom Tower inspection.      

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson then asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 

electronically.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve payment of the bills as presented:  

Revenue - $14,334.55   E-911 - $821.00   Road & Bridge - $72,647.24 

Building - $4,713.98   Human Services - $16.80  Public Health - $861.83 

Solid Waste - $4,791.24   TOTAL - $ 98,186.64 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:05 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with an update on the spring flood, noting that tomorrow, 

August 3rd, the State of MN, Homeland Security and Emergency Management people will be in town to talk with 

towns/cities/county entities.  This meeting will be held at the WRWD Board room.  He noted that prior to April 

22nd there were over $700,000 in damages within Norman County, and reminded the board that this would be a 

75% state, 25% local split to damages.   

Mr. Johanson also noted that FEMA declared Norman County a disaster from April 22nd and forward and they are 

wanting a meeting between August 15-19th.  Mr. Johanson noted that the WRWD damages were in excess of 

$500,000 and county and township damages were upwards of $250,000.   

ESO Johanson also noted a trip to Bemidji on solid waste concerns to work together with six counties on where we 

go from here when landfill permits expire.   

Mr. Johanson also addressed the board with regard to the Planning Commission in light of the members who have 

resigned in the past year.  Mr. Johanson asked for any recommendations for board members, and also posed the 

discussion on whether we keep 11 members on the commission, or change to 9 members.  No action at this time.   

Lastly, Mr. Johanson noted that November 10th, Joe Kelly, Homeland Security Emergency Management Director, 

would be providing training for Elected Officials, and also inviting Fire Departments, Emergency Personnel and 

Sheriff’s Department to the TV Community Center for supper at 6 p.m. with training to follow.   

Chairman Gunderson then inquired if all commissioners had the chance to review the minutes of the July 5th board 

meeting that had been distributed this morning.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 

minutes of the July 5th board meeting as presented.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Chairman Gunderson seeing there was a bit of time before the next scheduled time, requested that David Stene be 

contacted to see if he could come down early.   

At 9:40 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with a request of August 26th for budget meetings.  David 

noted he hopes to have Road and Bridge possibly during the regular meeting on August 18th, and also hopes that 



Social Services would be able to address their budget during their Social Services Board meeting on August 11th.  

After some discussion, it was decided that August 24th would work better for board members, and they asked that 

David work up a schedule for the budget meetings.   

The next item on Mr. Stene’s agenda was the request of changing from MN Life to Sun Life for employee life 

insurance coverage.  Mr. Stene noted that the Insurance Committee had a meeting last week and they would 

recommend changing from MN Life to Sun Life.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve changing the 

employee life insurance coverage from MN Life to Sun Life effective January 1, 2023.  Commissioner Hall seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item brought forward by Mr. Stene was non-discrimination testing, which is an IRS regulation for Health 

Savings Accounts and Flexible Spending Account plans, which Mr. Stene became aware of when having a meeting 

with MedSurety.  MedSurety can provide this at a fee of $500.  Commissioner Jacobson requested that Mr. Stene 

check with counterparts to see if other counties are doing this and how often.   

At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called for a short break.  

At 10:01 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order, with Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer 

addressing his agenda.  The first item was the water supply project for western Norman County which Lucas 

Spaeth of the City of Halstad, representing Halstad Municipal Utilities was in attendance, as well as Sarah 

Sesselman, AE2S, (Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services LLC).  Previously, a scope of work to form a 

water district from Baker Tilly Municipal Advisors was reviewed and pricing was solicited.  After reviewing the 

Baker Tilly projected costs, a second firm, Flaherty & Hood, P.A. was approached and also provided a proposal to 

assist in the formation of a water district.  The proposal from Baker Tilly Municipal Advisors was a $37,000 

estimate plus $20,000 to $30,000 additional for outside legal counsel.  The proposal from Flaherty & Hood P.A. was 

not to exceed $25,000 including legal.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve 

the agreement for civil county attorney legal services with Flaherty & Hood P.A. to assist Norman and Polk 

Counties in developing a rural water district.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a front-end loader purchase, noting that they had solicited quotes 

to purchase a 4 cubic yard front end loader and snow blower.  Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure 

noted that they had a quote for a Komatsu with a 2-year/200,000 hours on the power train for $260,823 and a 

quote for a Caterpillar with 1-year whole machine/3-year power train for $266,457.  After some discussion 

regarding service as well as specs and expected use/performance of the machine, Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve the purchase of the CAT front-end loader in the amount of $266,457.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt also provided the board members with a construction update noting the Waukon Township 

bituminous surfacing which had been LRIP Grant funded was complete.  The CSAH 10 grading was nearing 

completion.  Fabric installation and gravel placement are scheduled to begin in early August.  Engineer Berndt 

noted that at the highway building project a 6” water line was buried the last week in July.  Footings and grade 

beam scheduled to start the second week in August.  Engineer Berndt also noted that the box culverts for the CR 

147 bridge replacement are in stock, and plans are to start after Labor Day and should take approximately a 

month.    

The next item brought forward by Engineer Berndt was informational only, regarding Ditch 7, noting that he had 

scheduled an informational meeting with property owners in the benefitted area of Ditch 7 to discuss the 

possibility of a redetermination of benefits.  This meeting is scheduled for tomorrow, August 3rd at 8 a.m. in the 

Twin Valley Community Center.   

At 10:40 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with a proposed resolution approving State of 

MN Joint Powers Agreements with the county of Norman on behalf of its County Attorney and Sheriff.  Attorney 

Brue noted that the JPA’s were with the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal 

Apprehension to use systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications network for 

which the county is eligible and further provide the county with the ability to add, modify and delete connectivity, 



systems and tools over the five-year life of the agreement and obligates the county to pay the costs for the 

network connection.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 08-02-2022-1, A Resolution Approving 

State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with the County of Norman on Behalf of it’s County Attorney and 

Sheriff.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The 

resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  

Attorney Brue noted that this is his last board meeting and thanked the board for appointing him as County 

Attorney 10 years ago. 

At 10:45 a.m. Ben Fall, Chief Deputy, NCSO, addressed the board with regard to the contracts with the City of 

Hendrum and the City of Halstad, looking for approval of the contracts.  Deputy Fall noted the contract with the 

City of Hendrum was for $8,975.70 and the contract with the City of Halstad was for $29,919.00.  He also noted the 

City of Halstad has notified the County that they wish to discontinue the contract on financial issues stating that 

they had provided notice as stated in the contract and the contract will end in August.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the contract with the City of Hendrum for law enforcement services at a rate of 

$8,975.70.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Redland then made a motion to approve the contract with the City of Halstad for law enforcement 

services in the amount of $29,919.00.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Deputy Fall 

did note that both he and Sheriff Thornton had attended a meeting of the Halstad City Council in July and were 

also told this was due to financial considerations, and they may revisit this at a later time.   

The second item brought forward by Deputy Fall was a report on the Flom Tower inspection.  He noted that there 

were recommendations to 1) mow the anchor points, 2) install a lightning rod, 3) install an ice bridge and noted 

this was not Norman County’s responsibility as the lines are not county lines.   

Deputy Fall also noted that they have not received any applications at this point for their open deputy position.   

Commissioner Bommersbach requested the board be provided an annual report on crime in Norman County.   

At 11:08 a.m. David Stene, CFO, returned to the meeting to let the board know that Engineer Berndt would not be 

able to discuss budget at the August 18th meeting, so will be a part of the August 24th meeting.   

Commissioner Bommersbach inquired of the board members regarding properties that have been forfeited many 

years ago, stating that he has been contacted by some who are interested in purchasing those properties.  He feels 

the county might garner top dollars for some properties, otherwise thinks maybe we should be selling timber from 

some of those properties.  After some discussion, the feeling of the board was to direct A/T Hanson to research 

and contact DNR to see if we can even sell the properties or sell timber from those properties.  A/T Hanson noted 

that this would involve a lot of research, and with this being election year, and still not being fully staffed, this may 

not be brought back to the board until 2023.   

Commissioner Jacobson inquired as to the names of the funding that was related to COVID-19.  Commissioner Hall 

noted that there were Business Assistance Grants and also CARES Act Funding that had been tied to COVID-19.  

At 11:23 a.m. Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.   

 

___________________________________                      ________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman               Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 

 

 

 


